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RUBA’IYAT OF AL-MA’ARRI Translation & Introduction by Paul Smith CONTENTS: The Life and
Works of al Ma’arri, Selected Bibliography, The Ruba’i: Its Form, Use and History, Ruba’iyat of al-Ma’arri.
Abu‘l- ‘Ala al-Ma’arri was born in Ma’arra, south of Aleppo in Syria in 973 A.D. He achieved fame as one
of greatest of Arab poets. Al-Ma’arri was stricken with smallpox when four and became blind. His early
poems in ruba’i form gained great popularity. As he grew older, he was able to travel to Aleppo, Antioch and
other Syrian cities. Al-Ma’arri spent 18 months at Baghdad, then the centre of learning and poetry, leaving to
return to his native town. There he created the Luzumiyyat, a famous collection of 1592 poems. On return,
his presence in al-Ma’arri drew many people who came to hear him lecture on poetry and rhetoric. 151
pages. COMMENTS ON PAUL SMITH’S TRANSLATION OF HAFIZ’S ‘DIVAN’. “It is not a joke... the
English version of ALL the ghazals of Hafiz is a great feat and of paramount importance. I am astonished. If
he comes to Iran I will kiss the fingertips that wrote such a masterpiece inspired by the Creator of all.” Dr.
Mir Mohammad Taghavi (Dr. of Literature) Tehran. “Superb translations. 99% Hafiz 1% Paul Smith.” Ali
Akbar Shapurzman, translator of many mystical works in English into Persian and knower of Hafiz’s Divan
off by heart. “Smith has probably put together the greatest collection of literary facts and history concerning
Hafiz.” Daniel Ladinsky (Penguin Books author of poems inspired by Hafiz). Paul Smith is a poet, author
and translator of over 80 books of Sufi poets of the Persian, Arabic, Urdu, Turkish, Pashtu and other
languages… including Hafiz, Sadi, Nizami, Rumi, ‘Attar, Sana’i, Jahan Khatun, Obeyd Zakani, Nesimi,
Kabir, Anvari, Ansari, Jami, Baba Farid, Rahman Baba, Lalla Ded, Omar Khayyam, Rudaki, Yunus Emre,
Bulleh Shah and many others, as well as poetry, fiction, plays, biographies, children’s books and 12
screenplays.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this Ruba'iyat of al-Ma'arri.

Melissa Alfonso:

The book Ruba'iyat of al-Ma'arri gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Ruba'iyat of al-Ma'arri to be your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a e-book Ruba'iyat of al-
Ma'arri. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Betty Walsh:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one with theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Ruba'iyat of al-Ma'arri is kind of guide which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Lavone Anderson:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Ruba'iyat of al-Ma'arri to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication
Ruba'iyat of al-Ma'arri can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of this time.
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