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Amid the disintegration of the Kingdom of Italy in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, a new form of
collective government—the commune—arose in the cities of northern and central Italy. Sleepwalking into a
New World takes a bold new look at how these autonomous city-states came about, and fundamentally alters
our understanding of one of the most important political and cultural innovations of the medieval world.

Chris Wickham provides richly textured portraits of three cities—Milan, Pisa, and Rome—and sets them
against a vibrant backcloth of other towns. He argues that, in all but a few cases, the elites of these cities and
towns developed one of the first nonmonarchical forms of government in medieval Europe, unaware that
they were creating something altogether new. Wickham makes clear that the Italian city commune was by no
means a democracy in the modern sense, but that it was so novel that outsiders did not know what to make of
it. He describes how, as the old order unraveled, the communes emerged, governed by consular elites
"chosen by the people," and subject to neither emperor nor king. They regularly fought each other, yet they
grew organized and confident enough to ally together to defeat Frederick Barbarossa, the German emperor,
at the Battle of Legnano in 1176.

Sleepwalking into a New World reveals how the development of the autonomous city-state took place, which
would in the end make possible the robust civic culture of the Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will require this Sleepwalking into a New World: The Emergence
of Italian City Communes in the Twelfth Century (The Lawrence Stone Lectures).

James Newman:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Sleepwalking into a New World: The Emergence of Italian City Communes in the Twelfth
Century (The Lawrence Stone Lectures) provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Monica Bonner:

You can find this Sleepwalking into a New World: The Emergence of Italian City Communes in the Twelfth
Century (The Lawrence Stone Lectures) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not
only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current
ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Kimberly Foust:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the Sleepwalking into a New World: The Emergence of Italian City Communes in the Twelfth Century
(The Lawrence Stone Lectures) when you desired it?
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