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From the beginning of the sound cinema era, singing actresses captivated Chinese audiences. In Sounding the
Modern Woman, Jean Ma shows how their rise to stardom attests to the changing roles of women in urban
modernity and the complex symbiosis between the film and music industries. The songstress—whether
appearing as an opera actress, showgirl, revolutionary, or country lass—belongs to the lineage of the Chinese
modern woman, and her forty year prevalence points to a distinctive gendering of lyrical expression in
Chinese film. Ma guides readers through film history by way of the on and off-screen careers of many of the
most compelling performers in Chinese film history, such as Zhou Xuan and Grace Chang, revealing the
ways that national crises and Cold War conflict shaped their celebrity. As a bridge between the film cultures
of prewar Shanghai and postwar Hong Kong, the songstress brings into view a dense web of connections
linking these two periods and places that cut across the divides of war, national politics, and geography.
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From reader reviews:

Erma Carver:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Sounding the Modern Woman: The Songstress in
Chinese Cinema. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a new book Sounding the Modern Woman: The Songstress in Chinese Cinema. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

Tonya Hooper:

The actual book Sounding the Modern Woman: The Songstress in Chinese Cinema will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Sounding the Modern Woman: The Songstress in
Chinese Cinema is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Kathleen Land:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Sounding the Modern Woman: The Songstress in Chinese Cinema
why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Paul Otoole:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Sounding the Modern Woman: The Songstress in Chinese
Cinema was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Sounding the Modern
Woman: The Songstress in Chinese Cinema has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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