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When Siraj, the ruler of Bengal, overran the British settlement of Calcutta in 1756, he allegedly jailed 146
European prisoners overnight in a cramped prison. Of the group, 123 died of suffocation. While this episode
was never independently confirmed, the story of "the black hole of Calcutta" was widely circulated and seen
by the British public as an atrocity committed by savage colonial subjects. The Black Hole of Empire follows
the ever-changing representations of this historical event and founding myth of the British Empire in India,
from the eighteenth century to the present. Partha Chatterjee explores how a supposed tragedy paved the
ideological foundations for the "civilizing" force of British imperial rule and territorial control in India.

Chatterjee takes a close look at the justifications of modern empire by liberal thinkers, international lawyers,
and conservative traditionalists, and examines the intellectual and political responses of the colonized,
including those of Bengali nationalists. The two sides of empire's entwined history are brought together in
the story of the Black Hole memorial: set up in Calcutta in 1760, demolished in 1821, restored by Lord
Curzon in 1902, and removed in 1940 to a neglected churchyard. Challenging conventional truisms of
imperial history, nationalist scholarship, and liberal visions of globalization, Chatterjee argues that empire is
a necessary and continuing part of the history of the modern state.
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From reader reviews:

Donn Chavez:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Black Hole of Empire: History of a
Global Practice of Power.

James Roberts:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Black Hole of Empire:
History of a Global Practice of Power book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jeffrey David:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By the book The Black Hole of Empire: History of a Global Practice of Power we can take
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at
this time book The Black Hole of Empire: History of a Global Practice of Power. You can more desirable
than now.

Adele Yeager:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Black Hole of Empire:
History of a Global Practice of Power to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
available a book and examine it. Beside that the publication The Black Hole of Empire: History of a Global
Practice of Power can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of the time.
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