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The Judiciary and American Democracy: Alexander Bickel, the Countermajoritarian Difficulty, and
Contemporary Constitutional Theory (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism)
Examines recent debates in constitutional theory in light of the work of Alexander Bickel.

The role courts should play in American democracy has long been contested, fueling debates among citizens
who take an active interest in politics. Alexander Bickel made a significant contribution to these debates with
his seminal publication, The Least Dangerous Branch, which framed the problem of defending legitimate
judicial authority. This book addresses whether or not the countermajoritarian difficulty outlined in Bickel’s
work continues to have significance for constitutional theory almost a half-century later. The contributors
illustrate how the countermajoritarian difficulty and Bickel’s response to it engage prominent theories: the
proceduralisms of John Hart Ely and Jeremy Waldron; the republicanisms of Bruce Ackerman and Cass
Sunstein; and the originalisms of Raoul Berger, Robert Bork, and Keith Whittington. In so doing, this book
provides a useful introduction to recent debates in constitutional theory and also contributes to the broader
discussion about the proper role of the courts.

At Texas State University at San Marcos, Kenneth D. Ward is Associate Professor and Cecilia R. Castillo is
Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science. Castillo is the coeditor (with Kenneth L. Grasso)
of Liberty Under Law: American Constitutionalism, Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow.
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From reader reviews:

Pedro Turk:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Judiciary and American
Democracy: Alexander Bickel, the Countermajoritarian Difficulty, and Contemporary Constitutional Theory
(SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Michelle Bachman:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular The Judiciary and American Democracy: Alexander
Bickel, the Countermajoritarian Difficulty, and Contemporary Constitutional Theory (SUNY series in
American Constitutionalism) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have
point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Judiciary
and American Democracy: Alexander Bickel, the Countermajoritarian Difficulty, and Contemporary
Constitutional Theory (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism).

Sergio Kelley:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Judiciary and American Democracy:
Alexander Bickel, the Countermajoritarian Difficulty, and Contemporary Constitutional Theory (SUNY
series in American Constitutionalism) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book The Judiciary and American Democracy: Alexander Bickel, the Countermajoritarian Difficulty,
and Contemporary Constitutional Theory (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.

Edward Davidson:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Judiciary and American Democracy:
Alexander Bickel, the Countermajoritarian Difficulty, and Contemporary Constitutional Theory (SUNY
series in American Constitutionalism) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the



sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and examine it. Beside that the publication The Judiciary and American Democracy: Alexander Bickel,
the Countermajoritarian Difficulty, and Contemporary Constitutional Theory (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of the time.
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