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A "behind the music" story without parallel
John Hammond is one of the most charismatic figures in American music, a man who put on record much of
the music we cherish today. Dunstan Prial's biography presents Hammond's life as a gripping story of music,
money, fame, and racial conflict, played out in the nightclubs and recording studios where the music was
made.

A pioneering producer and talent spotter, Hammond discovered and championed some of the most gifted
musicians of early jazz—Billie Holliday, Count Basie, Charlie Christian, Benny Goodman--and staged the
legendary "From Spirituals to Swing" concert at Carnegie Hall in 1939, which established jazz as America's
indigenous music. Then as jazz gave way to pop and rock Hammond repeated the trick, discovering Bob
Dylan, Aretha Franklin, Bruce Springsteen, and Stevie Ray Vaughan in his life's extraordinary second act.

Dunstan Prial shows Hammond's life to be an effort to push past his privileged upbringing and encounter
American society in all its rough-edged vitality. A Vanderbilt on his mother's side, Hammond grew up in a
mansion on the Upper East Side of Manhattan. As a boy, he would sneak out at night and go uptown to
Harlem to hear jazz in speakeasies. As a young man, he crusaded for racial equality in the music world and
beyond. And as a Columbia Records executive—a dapper figure behind the glass of the recording studio or
in a crowded nightclub—he saw music as the force that brought whites and blacks together and expressed
their shared sense of life's joys and sorrows. This first biography of John Hammond is also a vivid and up-
close account of great careers in the making: Bob Dylan recording his first album with Hammond for $402,
Bruce Springsteen showing up at Hammond's office carrying a beat-up acoustic guitar without a case. In
Hammond's life, the story of American music is at once personal and epic: the story of a man at the center of
things, his ears wide open.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Spear:

The particular book The Producer: John Hammond and the Soul of American Music will bring one to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Producer: John Hammond and the
Soul of American Music is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Santa McNabb:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be go through. The Producer: John Hammond and the Soul of American Music can be your answer
since it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Jose Shepard:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The The Producer: John Hammond and the Soul of American Music provide you
with a new experience in examining a book.

Dwight Richardson:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Producer: John Hammond and the Soul of American
Music. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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