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Combining intellectual history with literary analysis, this study of Whitman's language experiment from
1855 to 1892 offers a refreshing new look at his theory of language especially the English language in
America—as an expression of a "national spirit" and relates that theory to the language and style of
Whitman's major poems and essays. Whitman viewed American English as the most expressive, poetic
language that ever existed, and he used his studies of historical linguistics to corroborate that view. Part 1
explicates the theory of language that Whitman developed in his linguistic notebooks, unpublished
manuscripts, fugitive essays, and two chapters of the popular book Rambles Among Words. The diction and
syntax of the 1855–1856 editions of Leaves of Grass are analyzed to show how Whitman's overwhelming
interest in language theories resulted in the "language experiment" of the poems. Part 2 examines the ways in
which Whitman's view of language as an expression of the constantly evolving spirit of America subtly
shifted to a more cumulative, backward-looking vision of linguistic and spiritual change. Analysis of the
diction, syntax, and organization of the last four editions of Leaves of Grass reveals how this shift in vision
affected the style of Whitman's poetry and prose from 1860 to 1892. Whitman's groundbreaking poetic style,
the author concludes, was a direct consequence of his view of language and the human spirit as dynamic,
progressivist, and actively changing within a temporal world. Conversely, Whitman's experiments in both
prose and poetry helped confirm his view of linguistic and spiritual evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Jones:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Walt
Whitman's Language Experiment, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Paul Douglas:

Beside this particular Walt Whitman's Language Experiment in your phone, it may give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have Walt Whitman's Language Experiment because this book offers to you personally readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen
if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Jon Pittenger:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book Walt Whitman's Language Experiment we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Walt Whitman's Language
Experiment. You can more inviting than now.

Helen Williams:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Walt Whitman's Language Experiment to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about
book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it.
Beside that the book Walt Whitman's Language Experiment can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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