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Between 1929 and 1934, women in American cinema were modern! For five short years women in American
cinema were modern! They took lovers, had babies out of wedlock, got rid of cheating husbands, enjoyed
their sexuality, led unapologetic careers and, in general, acted the way many think women only acted after
1968.

Before then, women on screen had come in two varieties - good or bad - sweet ingenue or vamp. Then two
stars came along to blast away these common stereotypes. Garbo turned the femme fatale into a woman
whose capacity for love and sacrifice made all other human emotions seem pale. Meanwhile, Norma Shearer
succeeded in taking the ingenue to a place she'd never been: the bedroom. Garbo and Shearer took the
stereotypes and made them complicated.

In the wake of these complicated women came others, a deluge of indelible stars - Constance Bennett, Ruth
Chatterton, Mae Clarke, Claudette Colbert, Marlene Dietrich, Kay Francis, Ann Harding, Jean Harlow,
Miriam Hopkins, Dorothy Mackaill, Barbara Stanywyck, Mae West and Loretta Young all came into their
own during the pre-Code era. These women pushed the limits and shaped their images along modern lines.

Then, in July 1934, the draconian Production Code became the law in Hollywood and these modern women
of the screen were banished, not to be seen again until the code was repealed three decades later.

Mick LaSalle, film critic for the San Francisco Chronicle, takes readers on a tour of pre-Code films and
reveals how this was the true golden age of women's films and how the movies of the pre-Code are still
worth watching. The bold, pioneering and complicated women of the pre-Code era are about to take their
place in the pantheon of film history, and America is about to reclaim a rich legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Manzo:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Complicated Women: Sex
and Power in Pre-Code Hollywood book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Bryant Kelly:

The guide with title Complicated Women: Sex and Power in Pre-Code Hollywood has lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the syndication.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jessica Keith:

Beside this Complicated Women: Sex and Power in Pre-Code Hollywood in your phone, it can give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have Complicated Women: Sex and Power in Pre-Code Hollywood because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot
be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition
to read it from right now!

Kathleen Hernandez:

This Complicated Women: Sex and Power in Pre-Code Hollywood is brand new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Complicated
Women: Sex and Power in Pre-Code Hollywood can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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