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As portraits, private diaries, and estate inventories make clear, elite families of the Italian Renaissance were
obsessed with fashion, investing as much as forty percent of their fortunes on clothing. In fact, the most
elaborate outfits of the period could cost more than a good-sized farm out in the Mugello. Yet despite its
prominence in both daily life and the economy, clothing has been largely overlooked in the rich
historiography of Renaissance Italy. In Dressing Renaissance Florence, however, Carole Collier Frick
provides the first in-depth study of the Renaissance fashion industry, focusing on Florence, a city founded on
cloth, a city of wool manufacturers, finishers, and merchants, of silk dyers, brocade weavers, pearl dealers,
and goldsmiths. From the artisans who designed and assembled the outfits to the families who amassed
fabulous wardrobes, Frick's wide-ranging and innovative interdisciplinary history explores the social and
political implications of clothing in Renaissance Italy's most style-conscious city.

Frick begins with a detailed account of the industry itself -- its organization within the guild structure of the
city, the specialized work done by male and female workers of differing social status, the materials used and
their sources, and the garments and accessories produced. She then shows how the driving force behind the
growth of the industry was the elite families of Florence, who, in order to maintain their social standing and
family honor, made continuous purchases of clothing -- whether for everyday use or special occasions -- for
their families and households. And she concludes with an analysis of the clothes themselves: what pieces
made up an outfit; how outfits differed for men, women, and children; and what colors, fabrics, and design
elements were popular. Further, and perhaps more basically, she asks how we know what we know about
Renaissance fashion and looks to both Florence's sumptuary laws, which defined what could be worn on the
streets, and the depiction of contemporary clothing in Florentine art for the answer.

For Florence's elite, appearance and display were intimately bound up with self-identity. Dressing
Renaissance Florence enables us to better understand the social and cultural milieu of Renaissance Italy.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Larios:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Dressing
Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in
Historical and Political Science)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Pamela Pinkham:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Dressing Renaissance
Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and
Political Science) to read.

Michelle Gilbert:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Dressing
Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in
Historical and Political Science) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in
this era. The book untitled Dressing Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns
Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science)is the main one of several books that everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Shawn Calvin:

Dressing Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns Hopkins University
Studies in Historical and Political Science) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her



effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Dressing Renaissance Florence: Families,
Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of
crucial considering.
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