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American democracy isinformed by the 18th century’ s most cutting edge thinking on society, economics,
and government. We' ve learned some things in the intervening 230 years about self interest, social
behaviors, and how the world works. Now, authors Eric Liu and Nick Hanauer argue that some fundamental
assumptions about citizenship, society, economics, and government need updating. For many years the
dominant metaphor for understanding markets and government has been the machine. Liu and Hanauer view
democracy not as amachine, but as a garden. A successful garden functions according to the inexorable
tendencies of nature, but it also requires goals, regular tending, and an understanding of connected
ecosystems. The latest ideas from science, socia science, and economics—the cutting-edge ideas of today--
generate these simple but revolutionary ideas:

True self interest is mutual interest. (Society, it turns out, is an ecosystem that is healthiest when we take care
of thewhole.)

Society becomes how we behave. (The model of citizenship depends on contagious behavior, hence positive
behavior begets positive behavior.)

We're all better off when we're all better off. (The economy is not an efficient machine. It’'s an effective
garden that need tending. Adjust the definition of wealth to society creating solutions for all.)

Government should be about the big what and the little how. (Government should establish the ideas and the
goals, and then let the people find the solutions of how to make it happen.)

Freedom isresponsibility. (True freedom is not about living some variant of libertarianism but rather an
active cooperation a part of a big whole society; freedom costs alittle freedom.)

The Gardens of Democracy is an optimistic, provocative, and timely summons to improve our role as
citizensin a democratic society.
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From reader reviews:
Richard Rhone:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
aready been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Gardens of Democracy: A New
American Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of Government, you are able to enjoy both. Itis
great combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Lisa Bates:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of
Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of Government can give you alot of good friends because by you
investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate?
We need to have The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and the
Role of Government.

Eddie Horton:

Y ou will get this The Gardens of Demaocracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and the
Role of Government by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be
your solve troubleif you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such
as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Tom Salgado:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. Aswe
know those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By book The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and the
Role of Government we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person
must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life with this book The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the



Economy, and the Role of Government. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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