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Vast interior spaces have become ubiquitous in the contemporary city. The soaring atriums and concourses
of mega-hotels, shopping malls and transport interchanges define an increasingly normal experience of being
'inside' in a city. Yet such spaces are also subject to intense criticism and claims that they can destroy the
quality of a city's authentic life 'on the outside'.

Interior Urbanism explores the roots of this contemporary tension between inside and outside, identifying
and analysing the concept of interior urbanism and tracing its history back to the works of John Portman and
Associates in 1960s and 70s America. Portman – increasingly recognised as an influential yet understudied
figure – was responsible for projects such as Peachtree Center in Atlanta and the Los Angeles Bonaventure
Hotel, developments that employed vast internal atriums to define a world of possibilities not just for hotels
and commercial spaces, but for the future of the American downtown amid the upheavals of the 1960s and
70s.

The book analyses Portman's architecture in order to reconsider major contexts of debate in architecture and
urbanism in this period, including the massive expansion of a commercial imperative in architecture, shifts in
the governance and development of cities amid social and economic instability, the rise of postmodernism
and critical urban studies, and the defence of the street and public space amid the continual upheavals of
urban development.

In this way the book reconsiders the American city at a crucial time in its development, identifying lessons
for how we consider the forces at work, and the spaces produced, in cities in the present.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Tyrrell:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the reserve untitled Interior Urbanism: Architecture, John Portman and Downtown America can be very
good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Charles Malone:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Interior Urbanism: Architecture, John
Portman and Downtown America guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Interior Urbanism:
Architecture, John Portman and Downtown America as good book but not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Don Numbers:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Interior
Urbanism: Architecture, John Portman and Downtown America will give you new experience in examining a
book.

Mattie Martin:

You can get this Interior Urbanism: Architecture, John Portman and Downtown America by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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