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He was named by The Atlantic Monthly as "the most sought-after strategist in the Democratic party." He was
targeted by National Review as the Democratic Party's "poet goon." From his unique perspective, Robert
Shrum gives us an epic and personal story of the struggle for power in America during the past four decades.

With wit and humor, rare candor, and a wealth of detail, he vividly recounts the real personalities and real
forces that shaped the outcome of the closest and most important elections of our time. We are there with
Shrum in the back rooms, on the planes, and in the motorcades with Ted Kennedy, Al Gore, John Kerry,
John Edwards, and Bill and Hillary Clinton.

Shrum reveals the manipulations and limitations of old and new forms of political persuasion, from the
historic and sometimes controversial speeches he wrote to the negative ads he created for national and
statewide candidates, from prepping presidential nominees for critical debates to the deployment of the new
political weapon, the Internet.

He lifts the curtain on decisive moments. Did John Kerry and John Edwards actually believe in the Iraq war
they voted for? What was the real reason the Kerry campaign didn't respond faster to the Swift Boat attacks?
Why didn't Al Gore let Bill Clinton campaign all-out in 2000? How did Clinton get through the first perilous
week of the Lewinsky scandal?

This is a provocative journey through recent history: George McGovern's antiwar campaign of 1972, the
improbable rise of Jimmy Carter, Senate campaigns that made historic breakthroughs and shaped the
presidential contests of the future, the gifts that made Bill Clinton a great politician -- and the circumstances
and calculations that kept him from being a great president.

As strategist, adviser, and often friend to the leaders he enlisted with, Shrum shows them as they are, with
their strengths and human weaknesses -- as well as his own.

Assailed as a populist who pushed the Democratic Party, in a phrase he coined, "to stand for the people, not
the powerful," Shrum argues that unlike Republicans from Reagan on, Democrats fall short, politically or in
office, when they trim their convictions and walk away from fundamental issues -- like universal health
coverage.
This is one of the most fascinating books ever written about the victories and defeats, the causes and
candidates, the "flawed heroes" that drive the high drama of American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Williams:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book No Excuses: Concessions of a Serial Campaigner. You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort
of book No Excuses: Concessions of a Serial Campaigner. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Leon Santiago:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book No Excuses: Concessions of a Serial
Campaigner has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve No Excuses: Concessions of a Serial
Campaigner is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with the book No Excuses: Concessions of a Serial Campaigner. You never truly feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Larry Murray:

Often the book No Excuses: Concessions of a Serial Campaigner has a lot details on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Joann Nixon:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book No Excuses: Concessions of a Serial Campaigner was filled in relation to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy
to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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