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Skin-clad barbarians ransacking Rome remains a popular image of the "decline and fall" of the Roman
Empire, but why, when, and how the Empire actually fell are still matters of debate among students of
classical history. In this pioneering study, Ralph W. Mathisen examines the "fall" in one part of the western
Empire, Gaul, to better understand the shift from Roman to Germanic power that occurred in the region
during the fifth century AD

Mathisen uncovers two apparently contradictory trends. First, he finds that barbarian settlement did provoke
significant changes in Gaul, including the disappearance of most secular offices under the Roman imperial
administration, the appropriation of land and social influence by the barbarians, and a rise in the overall level
of violence. Yet he also shows that the Roman aristocrats proved remarkably adept at retaining their rank and
status. How did the aristocracy hold on?

Mathisen rejects traditional explanations and demonstrates that rather than simply opposing the barbarians,
or passively accepting them, the Roman aristocrats directly responded to them in various ways. Some left
Gaul. Others tried to ignore the changes wrought by the newcomers. Still others directly collaborated with
the barbarians, looking to them as patrons and holding office in barbarian governments. Most significantly,
however, many were willing to change the criteria that determined membership in the aristocracy. Two new
characteristics of the Roman aristocracy in fifth-century Gaul were careers in the church and greater
emphasis on classical literary culture.

These findings shed new light on an age in transition. Mathisen's theory that barbarian integration into
Roman society was a collaborative process rather than a conquest is sure to provoke much thought and
debate. All historians who study the process of power transfer from native to alien elites will want to consult
this work.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Edmonds:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Roman Aristocrats in Barbarian Gaul: Strategies for
Survival in an Age of Transition as your daily resource information.

Todd Goff:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Roman Aristocrats in Barbarian Gaul:
Strategies for Survival in an Age of Transition is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Linda Manning:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Roman Aristocrats in Barbarian Gaul: Strategies
for Survival in an Age of Transition can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book
you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Roman Aristocrats in Barbarian Gaul: Strategies for Survival in an Age of Transition.

Melissa Ray:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Roman Aristocrats in Barbarian Gaul: Strategies for Survival in an
Age of Transition was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to
get book that you wanted.
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