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“Keep your government hands off my Medicare!” Such comments spotlight a central question animating
Suzanne Mettler’s provocative and timely book: why are many Americans unaware of government social
benefits and so hostile to them in principle, even though they receive them? The Obama administration has
been roundly criticized for its inability to convey how much it has accomplished for ordinary citizens.
Mettler argues that this difficulty is not merely a failure of communication; rather it is endemic to the
formidable presence of the “submerged state.”

In recent decades, federal policymakers have increasingly shunned the outright disbursing of benefits to
individuals and families and favored instead less visible and more indirect incentives and subsidies, from tax
breaks to payments for services to private companies. These submerged policies, Mettler shows, obscure the
role of government and exaggerate that of the market. As a result, citizens are unaware not only of the
benefits they receive, but of the massive advantages given to powerful interests, such as insurance companies
and the financial industry. Neither do they realize that the policies of the submerged state shower their
largest benefits on the most affluent Americans, exacerbating inequality. Mettler analyzes three Obama
reforms—student aid, tax relief, and health care—to reveal the submerged state and its consequences,
demonstrating how structurally difficult it is to enact policy reforms and even to obtain public recognition for
achieving them. She concludes with recommendations for reform to help make hidden policies more visible
and governance more comprehensible to all Americans.

The sad truth is that many American citizens do not know how major social programs work—or even
whether they benefit from them. Suzanne Mettler’s important new book will bring government policies back
to the surface and encourage citizens to reclaim their voice in the political process.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Johnson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The
Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies Undermine American Democracy (Chicago Studies in
American Politics)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other
opinion?

Anthony Hubbard:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Submerged State: How Invisible Government
Policies Undermine American Democracy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) will make you to possibly
be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you
think that open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Arthur Reaves:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Submerged State: How Invisible
Government Policies Undermine American Democracy (Chicago Studies in American Politics). All type of
book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Willie Batres:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Submerged State: How Invisible
Government Policies Undermine American Democracy (Chicago Studies in American Politics), you may
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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