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As is the case in Western industrialized countries, Japan is seeing a rise in the number of unmarried couples,
later marriages, and divorces. What sets Japan apart, however, is that the percentage of children born out of
wedlock has hardly changed in the past fifty years. This book provides the first systematic study of single
motherhood in contemporary Japan.

Seeking to answer why illegitimate births in Japan remain such a rarity, Hertog spent over three years
interviewing single mothers, academics, social workers, activists, and policymakers about the beliefs, values,
and choices that unmarried Japanese mothers have. Pairing her findings with extensive research, she
considers the economic and legal disadvantages these women face, as well as the cultural context that
underscores family change and social inequality in Japan. This is the only scholarly account that offers
sufficient detail to allow for extensive comparisons with unmarried mothers in the West.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Shryock:

The knowledge that you get from Tough Choices: Bearing an Illegitimate Child in Japan could be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but Tough Choices: Bearing an Illegitimate Child in Japan giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Tough
Choices: Bearing an Illegitimate Child in Japan instantly.

Kari Annis:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Tough Choices: Bearing an Illegitimate Child in Japan why
because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Phyllis Walters:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Tough Choices: Bearing an Illegitimate
Child in Japan can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Jon Fuselier:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Tough Choices: Bearing an Illegitimate Child in
Japan can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Tough Choices: Bearing an Illegitimate
Child in Japan.
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