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An incisive biography of the guiding intellectual presence - and chief internal critic - of Zionism, during the
movement's formative years between the 1880s and the 1920s. Ahad Ha'am ('One of the People') was the pen
name of Asher Ginzberg (1856-1927), a Russian Jew whose life intersected nearly every important trend and
current in contemporary Jewry. His influence extended to figures as varied as the scholar of mysticism
Gershom Scholem, the Hebrew poet Hayyim Nahman Bialik, and the historian Simon Dubnow. Theodor
Herzl may have been the poltical leader of the Zionist movement, but Ahad Ha'am exerted a rare, perhaps
unequalled, authority within Jewish culture through his writings. Ahad Ha'am was a Hebrew essayist of
extraordinary knowledge and skill, a public intellectual who spoke with refreshing (and also, according to
many, exasperating) candour on every controversial issue of the day. He was the first Zionist to call attention
to the issue of Palestinian Arabs. He was a critic of the use of aggression as a tool in advancing Jewish
nationalism and a foe of clericalism in Jewish public life. His analysis of the prehistory of Israeli political
culture was incisive and prescient. Steven J. Zipperstein offers all those interested in contemporary Jewry, in
Zionism, and in the ambiguities of modern nationalism a wide-ranging, perceptive reassessment of Ahad
Ha'am's life against the back-drop of his contentious political world. This influential figure comes to life in a
penetrating and engaging examination of his relations with his father, with Herzl, and with his devotees and
opponents alike. Zipperstein explores the tensions of a man continually torn between sublimation and self-
revelation, between detachment and deep commitment to his people, between irony and lyricism, between
the inspiration of his study and the excitement of the streets. As a Zionist intellectual, Ahad Ha'am rejected
both xenophobia and assimilation, seeking for the Jews a usable past and a plausible future.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Guy:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Ahad Ha'am Elusive Prophet: Ahad Ha'am and the
origins of Zionism (Jewish Thinkers). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important a book Ahad Ha'am Elusive Prophet: Ahad Ha'am and the origins of
Zionism (Jewish Thinkers). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Tony Caldwell:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Ahad Ha'am Elusive Prophet: Ahad Ha'am and the origins of Zionism (Jewish Thinkers)
book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer involving Ahad Ha'am Elusive Prophet: Ahad Ha'am and the origins of Zionism (Jewish
Thinkers) content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Ahad Ha'am
Elusive Prophet: Ahad Ha'am and the origins of Zionism (Jewish Thinkers) is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Rodney Wilson:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
Ahad Ha'am Elusive Prophet: Ahad Ha'am and the origins of Zionism (Jewish Thinkers) we can get more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Ahad
Ha'am Elusive Prophet: Ahad Ha'am and the origins of Zionism (Jewish Thinkers). You can more pleasing
than now.

Randall Rearick:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Ahad Ha'am Elusive Prophet:
Ahad Ha'am and the origins of Zionism (Jewish Thinkers) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward



book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Ahad Ha'am Elusive Prophet:
Ahad Ha'am and the origins of Zionism (Jewish Thinkers) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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