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“A brilliant debut.” —CHARLES BAXTER, author of The Soul Thief and There’s Something I Want You to
Do

The suspense creeps in and takes hold in seven stories about troubled characters grappling with rare illnesses,
menacing chance encounters, sexual awakening, impending natural disasters, and New Age cults.

Within these pages, the everyday meets the uncanny as two high school friends go out for one unforgettable
night. A boy, haunted by dreams of a catastrophic flood, becomes swept up in an encephalitis epidemic. A
hypochondriac awaits her diagnosis at a Caribbean health resort. A disease researcher meets his nemesis on a
train. A father searches for his missing son in a remote mountain lodge where nothing is quite as it seems.
An elderly pharmacist protects his adopted nephew, who found a mermaid in a bottle, from a coastal village
gripped by hysteria. A teenager is sent to a “therapeutic” boarding school with disturbing methods and is
reunited with a staff member years later.

Even at its most surreal, this polished and lyrical debut remains grounded in the emotional lives of people
teetering atop widening chasms of confusion and doubt.

Brian Booker’s stories have been published in the New England Review, Conjunctions, One Story, Tin
House, Vice, and elsewhere. He holds an MFA from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop and a PhD in English from
New York University, and has been a fiction fellow at the Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown and at the
Wisconsin Institute for Creative Writing. He teaches creative writing at the University of Chicago. Are You
Here For What I’m Here For? is his first collection of fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Are You Here For What I'm Here For? will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Lucille Grant:

Often the book Are You Here For What I'm Here For? has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
scanning this book.

Alice Walker:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Are You Here For What I'm Here For? can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

Effie Steger:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. Within this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Are You Here For What I'm Here For? when you necessary it?
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