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Much has been written about the "southern lady," that pervasive and enduring icon of antebellum regional
identity. But how did the lady get on her pedestal--and were the lives of white southern women always so
different from those of their northern contemporaries? In her ambitious new book, Cynthia A. Kierner charts
the evolution of the lives of white southern women through the colonial, revolutionary, and early republican
eras. Using the lady on her pedestal as the end--rather than the beginning--of her story, she shows how
gentility, republican political ideals, and evangelical religion successively altered southern gender ideals and
thereby forced women to reshape their public roles. Kierner concludes that southern women continually
renegotiated their access to the public sphere--and that even the emergence of the frail and submissive lady
as icon did not obliterate women's public role.

Kierner draws on a strong overall command of early American and women's history and adds to it research
in letters, diaries, newspapers, secular and religious periodicals, travelers' accounts, etiquette manuals, and
cookery books. Focusing on the issues of work, education, and access to the public sphere, she explores the
evolution of southern gender ideals in an important transitional era. Specifically, she asks what kinds of
changes occurred in women's relation to the public sphere from 1700 to 1835. In answering this major
question, she makes important links and comparisons, across both time and region, and creates a chronology
of social and intellectual change that addresses many key questions in the history of women, the South, and
early America.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Hernandez:

The book Beyond the Household: Women's Place in the Early South, 1700-1835 (Comstock Classic
Handbooks) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave
a very important thing like a book Beyond the Household: Women's Place in the Early South, 1700-1835
(Comstock Classic Handbooks)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Beyond the Household: Women's Place in the Early South, 1700-1835 (Comstock Classic
Handbooks) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Barbara Mobley:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Beyond the Household: Women's
Place in the Early South, 1700-1835 (Comstock Classic Handbooks) is kind of book which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Fred Peterson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Beyond the Household: Women's Place in the Early South,
1700-1835 (Comstock Classic Handbooks) can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jason Nimmons:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Beyond the Household: Women's Place in
the Early South, 1700-1835 (Comstock Classic Handbooks) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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