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In this compelling book, Robert Coles, the celebrated Harvard professor and Pulitzer Prize–winning author,
turns his attention to popular music legend Bruce Springsteen, and to the powerful impact Springsteen’s
work has had both on the lives of his audience and on this country’s literary tradition. Coles places
Springsteen in the pantheon of American artists—Walt Whitman, William Carlos Williams, Dorothea Lange,
and Walker Percy, among others—who understood and were inspired by their “traveling companions in
time,” the ordinary people of their eras.

With wisdom and a unique personal perspective, Coles explores Springsteen’s words as contemporary
American poetry, and offers firsthand accounts of how people interact with them: A trucker listens to
“Blinded by the Light” during long, lonely nights and reminisces about his mother; a schoolteacher is
astonished when a usually silent student offers a comparison between “Nebraska” and Conrad’s Heart of
Darkness; a policeman responds to “American Skin (41 Shots),” reflecting on his own role in his family and
community. As these people, and others, candidly discuss the meaning Springsteen’s words have in their
lives, Coles listens and, with the special insight and compassion that are the trademarks of his art, sheds new
light on “The Boss,” removing the legendary American rock musician from fan-filled stadiums and placing
the poet in a greater social, cultural, and philosophical context. Coles sees Springsteen as a representative of
a uniquely American documentary tradition—as a sing-ing and traveling poet who does not simply embody
the culture of which he is a part but fully engages it, interacting with its people and creating a conversation
that has helped to shape a distinct way of looking at, and living, American life today.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Marc Starr:

This Bruce Springsteen's America: The People Listening, a Poet Singing is great guide for you because the
content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Bruce Springsteen's America: The People Listening, a Poet Singing in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that
offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Martha McKee:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can
read education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Bruce Springsteen's America: The People Listening, a Poet
Singing provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Jonathan Carney:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Bruce Springsteen's America: The People
Listening, a Poet Singing is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Donald Ventura:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Bruce Springsteen's America: The People
Listening, a Poet Singing was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Bruce
Springsteen's America: The People Listening, a Poet Singing has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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