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To many, the New Testament's teaching on divorce and remarriage seems to be both impractical and unfair.
The "plain" meaning of the texts allows for divorce only in cases of adultery or desertion, and it does not
permit remarriage until the death of one's former spouse. But are these proscriptions the final word for
Christians today? Are we correctly reading the scriptures that address these issues?

By looking closely at the biblical texts on divorce and remarriage in light of the first-century Jewish and
Greco-Roman world, this book shows that the original audience of the New Testament heard these teachings
differently. Through a careful exploration of the background literature of the Old Testament, the ancient
Near East, and especially ancient Judaism, David Instone-Brewer constructs a biblical view of divorce and
remarriage that is wider in scope than present-day readings.

Among the important findings of the book are that both Jesus and Paul condemned divorce without valid
grounds and discouraged divorce even for valid grounds; that both Jesus and Paul affirmed the Old
Testament grounds for divorce; that the Old Testament allowed divorce for adultery and for neglect or abuse;
and that both Jesus and Paul condemned remarriage after an invalid divorce but not after a valid divorce.
Instone-Brewer shows that these principles are not only different from the traditional church interpretation of
the New Testament but also directly relevant to modern relationships.

Enhanced with pastoral advice on how to apply the biblical teaching in today's context, this volume will be a
valuable resource for anyone seeking serious answers about married life.
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From reader reviews:

Beth Ritchey:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Divorce and Remarriage in the Bible: The Social
and Literary Context is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Kay Roberts:

The book untitled Divorce and Remarriage in the Bible: The Social and Literary Context contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by
famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice read.

Junior Price:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books
in the top listing in your reading list is actually Divorce and Remarriage in the Bible: The Social and Literary
Context. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Richard Barbosa:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Divorce and Remarriage in the Bible: The Social and Literary Context can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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