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Whether as sublime landscape, malignant wilderness or site for environmental conflicts and eco-tourism,
tropical nature is to a great extent an American and European imaginative construct, conveyed in literature,
travel writing, drawings, paintings, photographs and diagrams. These images are central to Nancy Leys
Stepan's view that a critical examination of the ‘tropicalization of nature' can remedy some of the most
persistent misrepresentations of the tropics and its peoples.Picturing Tropical Nature reflects on the work of
several nineteenth- and twentieth-century scientists and artists, including Alexander von Humboldt, Alfred
Russel Wallace, Louis Agassiz, Sir Patrick Manson and Margaret Mee. Their careers illuminate several
aspects of tropicalization: science and art in the making of tropical pictures; the commercial and cultural
boom in things tropical in the modern period; photographic attempts to represent tropical hybrid races; anti-
tropicalism and its role in an emerging environmentalist sensibility; and visual depictions of disease in the
new tropical medicine. Essential to Stepan's analysis are the responses to European projections of artists,
scientists and intellectuals living in tropical regions. She examines the long-standing Brazilian fantasy of the
tropics as a racial democracy and offers an evaluation of the impact of tropical plants and European
conceptions of the jungle on the anti-mimetic, modernist aesthetics of the brilliant landscape designer
Roberto Burle Marx. Stepan's fascinating inquiry identifies the conflicts over meaning that have shaped the
emergence of the tropics, and in so doing questions the nature of representation itself.
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From reader reviews:

Natalie Hernandez:

This Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing History) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
That Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing History) without we understand teach the one who examining it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing
History) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you
can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing History)
having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

John Lee:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing
History) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Sergio Kelley:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing
History), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

William Stewart:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing History) was filled about science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book.
In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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