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His fingers move across the surface of a shell, feeling the ridges and contours, searching for clues, gathering
information unnoticed by the untrained eye. For Dr. Geerat Vermeij's fingers are his eyes. One of the most
accomplished evolutionary biologists of our time and the world's leading authority on an ancient "arms race"
among mollusks, Dr. Vermeij is blind.

No ordinary autobiography, Privileged Hands is the story of Dr. Vermeij's challenge and triumph. What
makes his story so compelling is how he sees and what his insights reveal about the wonder of life on planet
Earth. His exhaustive research of ancient and living mollusks, particularly shells, is extraordinary in its scope
and perspective about how species arm themselves, compete, and survive. This is an intriguing irony for
someone whose incomparable story is characterized by an unfailing determination to thrive in a sighted
world and in the world of science. For Dr. Vermeij's self-portrait is also a portrait of the practice of science--
his views on evolution and biodiversity, and the importance of observation are as much the story as are his
family relationships, education, and position on arritmative action.

Privileged Hands is provocative and intelligent storytelling: it reveals as much about our own lives as it does
about this one, remarkable, scientist's life.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Doucet:

The event that you get from Privileged Hands: A Scientific Life will be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but Privileged Hands: A Scientific Life giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this Privileged Hands: A Scientific Life instantly.

Alan Castorena:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Privileged Hands: A Scientific Life as the daily resource
information.

Robin Gilbertson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Privileged Hands: A Scientific Life why because the excellent cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Judy Yelle:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Privileged Hands: A Scientific Life can be
the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading
in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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