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No issue in American higher education is more contentious than that of race-based affirmative action. In
light of the ongoing debate around the topic and recent Supreme Court rulings, affirmative action policy may
be facing further changes. As an alternative to race-based affirmative action, some analysts suggest
affirmative action policies based on class. In Race, Class, and Affirmative Action, sociologist Sigal Alon
studies the race-based affirmative action policies in the United States. and the class-based affirmative action
policies in Israel. Alon evaluates how these different policies foster campus diversity and socioeconomic
mobility by comparing the Israeli policy with a simulated model of race-based affirmative action and the
U.S. policy with a simulated model of class-based affirmative action.

Alon finds that affirmative action at elite institutions in both countries is a key vehicle of mobility for
disenfranchised students, whether they are racial and ethnic minorities or socioeconomically disadvantaged.
Affirmative action improves their academic success and graduation rates and leads to better labor market
outcomes. The beneficiaries of affirmative action in both countries thrive at elite colleges and in selective
fields of study. As Alon demonstrates, they would not be better off attending less selective colleges instead.

Alon finds that Israel’s class-based affirmative action programs have provided much-needed entry slots at
the elite universities to students from the geographic periphery, from high-poverty high schools, and from
poor families. However, this approach has not generated as much ethnic diversity as a race-based policy
would. By contrast, affirmative action policies in the United States have fostered racial and ethnic diversity
at a level that cannot be matched with class-based policies. Yet, class-based policies would do a better job at
boosting the socioeconomic diversity at these bastions of privilege. The findings from both countries suggest
that neither race-based nor class-based models by themselves can generate broad diversity. According to
Alon, the best route for promoting both racial and socioeconomic diversity is to embed the consideration of
race within class-based affirmative action. Such a hybrid model would maximize the mobility benefits for
both socioeconomically disadvantaged and minority students.

Race, Class, and Affirmative Action moves past political talking points to offer an innovative, evidence-
based perspective on the merits and feasibility of different designs of affirmative action.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Miller:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Race, Class, and Affirmative Action is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Melvin Belknap:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Race, Class, and Affirmative Action
is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Brett Munoz:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for your requirements is Race, Class, and Affirmative Action this book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Micheal Goggin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Amount types
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Race, Class, and
Affirmative Action.
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