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Built in the fifth century b.c., the Parthenon has been venerated for more than two millennia as the West’s
ultimate paragon of beauty and proportion. Since the Enlightenment, it has also come to represent our
political ideals, the lavish temple to the goddess Athena serving as the model for our most hallowed civic
architecture. But how much do the values of those who built the Parthenon truly correspond with our own?
And apart from the significance with which we have invested it, what exactly did this marvel of human
hands mean to those who made it?

In this revolutionary book, Joan Breton Connelly challenges our most basic assumptions about the Parthenon
and the ancient Athenians. Beginning with the natural environment and its rich mythic associations, she re-
creates the development of the Acropolis—the Sacred Rock at the heart of the city-state—from its prehistoric
origins to its Periklean glory days as a constellation of temples among which the Parthenon stood supreme.
In particular, she probes the Parthenon’s legendary frieze: the 525-foot-long relief sculpture that originally
encircled the upper reaches before it was partially destroyed by Venetian cannon fire (in the seventeenth
century) and most of what remained was shipped off to Britain (in the nineteenth century) among the Elgin
marbles. The frieze’s vast enigmatic procession—a dazzling pageant of cavalrymen and elders, musicians
and maidens—has for more than two hundred years been thought to represent a scene of annual civic
celebration in the birthplace of democracy. But thanks to a once-lost play by Euripides (the discovery of
which, in the wrappings of a Hellenistic Egyptian mummy, is only one of this book’s intriguing adventures),
Connelly has uncovered a long-buried meaning, a story of human sacrifice set during the city’s mythic
founding. In a society startlingly preoccupied with cult ritual, this story was at the core of what it meant to be
Athenian. Connelly reveals a world that beggars our popular notions of Athens as a city of staid
philosophers, rationalists, and rhetoricians, a world in which our modern secular conception of democracy
would have been simply incomprehensible.

The Parthenon’s full significance has been obscured until now owing in no small part, Connelly argues, to
the frieze’s dismemberment. And so her investigation concludes with a call to reunite the pieces, in order that
what is perhaps the greatest single work of art surviving from antiquity may be viewed more nearly as its
makers intended. Marshalling a breathtaking range of textual and visual evidence, full of fresh insights
woven into a thrilling narrative that brings the distant past to life, The Parthenon Enigma is sure to become a
landmark in our understanding of the civilization from which we claim cultural descent.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Johnson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take The Parthenon Enigma as your daily resource information.

Donald Mobley:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The Parthenon
Enigma suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled The Parthenon Enigmais the main one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Delmar Stingley:

You may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Parthenon Enigma is simple to develop
you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Lori Gonzales:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Parthenon Enigma can be the respond to, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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