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The Truth about Patriotism is a bracing repudiation of the claim that patriotism is essential—or even
beneficial—to democracy. Contending that even at its best patriotism subverts the democracy it purports to
value, Steven Johnston turns to patriotism’s defenders to show how they must jettison much of democracy to
champion patriotism. Closely examined, patriotism itself effectively demonstrates the impossibility of love
of country. Patriotism, Johnston argues, tends toward narcissistic self-regard, blind to its violent ways of
being in the world and its dependence on death. Thus we would be better off without it.

Drawing largely from aspects of American political and popular culture, this wide-ranging book presents a
wealth of examples to disclose patriotism’s self-defeating character. They include Richard Rorty’s and John
Schaar’s enmity-driven love of country, Socrates’s angry judicial suicide, the violent obsessions of High
Noon and Saving Private Ryan, the triumphalist self-display of the World War II Memorial, Oliver Stone’s
and Don DeLillo’s spectacular representations of the assassination of President Kennedy, George W. Bush’s
symbolic sacrifice of more Americans in commemoration of September 2001, and yet other memorials to
and apologies for patriotism. Ultimately, Johnston calls for a vision of democracy that uses the tragic
possibilities inherent in politics as a spur to a life-affirming civic ethos of reciprocal generosity.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Landers:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Truth about Patriotism will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think
which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Christine Curnutt:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The Truth about Patriotism, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Adam Allen:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books.
One of several books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Truth about Patriotism. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Daniel Gordon:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The Truth about Patriotism was multi-colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Truth about Patriotism has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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