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Isle Royale is a sliver of land in the rugged northern reaches of Lake Superior. Now a national park
renowned for its isolation and untamed natural beauty, Isle Royale was home to a vibrant fishing community
from its settlement during the 1880s by Norwegian and Swedish immigrants until the collapse of Lake
Superior commercial fishing in the 1950s. Full of historical photographs and diagrams of now derelict
watercraft, A Good Boat Speaks for Itself tells the story of this unique community through its wooden boats
and the stories of those who built and used them.

Timothy Cochrane and Hawk Tolson interviewed dozens of men and women who fished the lake and built
the boats that made this life possible. Through these accounts they trace the evolution of this maritime
community through the various boat designs used over the years on Isle Royale. From the original Mackinaw
sailboats to the gas boats and herring skiffs developed specifically for the harsh conditions of Lake Superior,
these wooden boats incorporated Old World traditions of handicraft and pioneering New World
technologies. They were an extension of the fishermen who relied on them, helping them to navigate miles
out on the open lake in both "dirty weather" and on bright clear days, and were part of a family tradition in
which for generations fathers taught sons how to fish, what to look for in a boat, and how to eke out a living
from the "Big Lake."

A Good Boat Speaks for Itself is an absorbing chronicle of fishing families who adapted to the rigors of Lake
Superior and a valuable historical resource for anyone with an interest in wooden boats.

Timothy Cochrane is superintendent of Grand Portage National Monument on the border of Minnesota and
Ontario. He has worked as a folklorist, oral historian, and ranger at Isle Royale. Hawk Tolson has been a
freelance archaeologist since 1985, and has participated in projects across the Great Lakes, Southwest, Gulf
Coast, and Caribbean. He serves on the board of directors for the Center for Maritime and Underwater
Resource Management.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

The book untitled A Good Boat Speaks for Itself: Isle Royale Fishermen and Their Boats is the book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of A Good Boat Speaks for Itself: Isle Royale
Fishermen and Their Boats from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Frances Hairston:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book A Good Boat Speaks for Itself: Isle Royale Fishermen and Their
Boats it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book possesses high quality.

Glenda Rizzo:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This A Good Boat Speaks for Itself: Isle Royale
Fishermen and Their Boats is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon.
If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Pearl Young:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and A Good Boat Speaks for Itself: Isle Royale
Fishermen and Their Boats as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes A Good Boat Speaks for Itself: Isle Royale Fishermen and Their Boats to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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