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In southeastern Morocco, around the oasis of Tafilalet, the Ait Khabbash people weave brightly colored
carpets, embroider indigo head coverings, paint their faces with saffron, and wear ornate jewelry. Their
extraordinarily detailed arts are rich in cultural symbolism; they are always breathtakingly beautiful—and
they are typically made by women. Like other Amazigh (Berber) groups (but in contrast to the Arab societies
of North Africa), the Ait Khabbash have entrusted their artistic responsibilities to women. Cynthia Becker
spent years in Morocco living among these women and, through family connections and female fellowship,
achieved unprecedented access to the artistic rituals of the Ait Khabbash. The result is more than a stunning
examination of the arts themselves, it is also an illumination of women's roles in Islamic North Africa and
the many ways in which women negotiate complex social and religious issues.

One of the reasons Amazigh women are artists is that the arts are expressions of ethnic identity, and it
follows that the guardians of Amazigh identity ought to be those who literally ensure its continuation from
generation to generation, the Amazigh women. Not surprisingly, the arts are visual expressions of
womanhood, and fertility symbols are prevalent. Controlling the visual symbols of Amazigh identity has
given these women power and prestige. Their clothing, tattoos, and jewelry are public identity statements;
such public artistic expressions contrast with the stereotype that women in the Islamic world are secluded
and veiled. But their role as public identity symbols can also be restrictive, and history (French colonialism,
the subsequent rise of an Arab-dominated government in Morocco, and the recent emergence of a
transnational Berber movement) has forced Ait Khabbash women to adapt their arts as their people adapt to
the contemporary world. By framing Amazigh arts with historical and cultural context, Cynthia Becker
allows the reader to see the full measure of these fascinating artworks.
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Amazigh Arts in Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity.
Try to make the book Amazigh Arts in Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity as your good friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Russell Carson:

This Amazigh Arts in Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. That Amazigh Arts in Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity without we recognize teach the one
who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Amazigh Arts in
Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity can bring if you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Amazigh
Arts in Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Melvin Bragg:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Amazigh Arts in Morocco: Women
Shaping Berber Identity can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Amazigh Arts in
Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity.

Virgil Santamaria:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Amazigh Arts in Morocco: Women
Shaping Berber Identity to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open



a book and examine it. Beside that the book Amazigh Arts in Morocco: Women Shaping Berber Identity can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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