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Imagining Interest in Political Thought argues that monistic interest—or the shaping and coordination of
different pursuits through imagined economies of self and public interest—constitutes the end and means of
contemporary liberal government. The paradigmatic theorist of monistic interest is the English political
philosopher Jeremy Bentham (1748–1832), whose concept of utilitarianism calls for maximization of
pleasure by both individuals and the state. Stephen G. Engelmann contends that commentators have too
quickly dismissed Bentham’s philosophy as a crude materialism with antiliberal tendencies. He places
Benthamite utilitarianism at the center of his account and, in so doing, reclaims Bentham for liberal political
theory.

Tracing the development of monistic interest from its origins in Reformation political theory and theology
through late-twentieth-century neoliberalism, Engelmann reconceptualizes the history of liberalism as
consisting of phases in the history of monistic interest or economic government. He describes how monistic
interest, as formulated by Bentham, is made up of the individual’s imagined expectations, which are
constructed by the very regime that maximizes them. He asserts that this construction of interests is not the
work of a self-serving manipulative state. Rather, the state, which is itself subject to strict economic
regulation, is only one cluster of myriad "public" and "private" agencies that produce and coordinate
expectations. In place of a liberal vision in which government appears only as a protector of the free pursuit
of interest, Engelmann posits that the free pursuit of interest is itself a mode of government, one that deploys
individual imagination and choice as its agents.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Tuttle:

The book Imagining Interest in Political Thought: Origins of Economic Rationality gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Imagining Interest in Political Thought: Origins of Economic Rationality being your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Imagining Interest
in Political Thought: Origins of Economic Rationality. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Ida Vanwormer:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Imagining Interest in Political Thought: Origins of Economic Rationality book
is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer involving Imagining Interest in Political Thought: Origins of Economic Rationality content
conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Imagining Interest in
Political Thought: Origins of Economic Rationality is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Christina Lazarus:

The book untitled Imagining Interest in Political Thought: Origins of Economic Rationality contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by
famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Doris Trumbull:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Imagining Interest in Political Thought: Origins of
Economic Rationality can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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