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With the same warmth, wisdom, wit, and accessibility that readers have come to love and trust in her
monthly column, House & Garden editor in chief Dominique Browning offers this lively, charming, and
instructive story of restoring a neglected suburban garden.

When a retaining wall in Browning's New York suburban garden collapsed, she was forced into action. Paths
of Desire is the enchanting, amusing, and moving account of making a garden -- and confronting the essence
of suburban gardening, with its idiosyncratic ecosystem. This meant struggling with depraved skunks and
raccoons, marauding teenagers, plastic jungle gyms, toppling garbage cans, uncontrollable eyesores,
potholed drives, and all the grinding, honking, and buzzing of the neighborhood.

Browning's delightfully frank prose conveys the very sense of being deep in a garden, with all its organic
smells and textures, and the myriad joys of deciding what to plant and watching as the vision is realized. It
contains a rich store of advice and illustrative anecdotes for enthusiasts and novices alike, as Browning
amusingly documents the missteps she took in the planning of her garden and the satisfactions of finally
getting it right. In Paths of Desire she teaches us how to embrace our plots of land -- no matter their size,
beauty, or proximity to the city -- and make them our own. But she also reminds us that the life of a garden
can never be separated from the people who wander in and out of it: characters like the charming but useless
children; the philosophical tree doctor and the band of Helpful Men; the neighbors -- legalistic on one side,
aesthetically challenged on the other -- and, best and worst of all, the True Love.

By the end of the book, Browning has transformed her garden -- and her life -- and has created a place of
enchantment, which is most of all what a garden should be.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Rhodes:

The book Paths of Desire: The Passions of a Suburban Gardener can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book
Paths of Desire: The Passions of a Suburban Gardener? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Paths of Desire: The Passions of a Suburban Gardener has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Christopher Patton:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Paths of Desire: The Passions
of a Suburban Gardener is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jean Gaitan:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Paths of Desire: The Passions of
a Suburban Gardener which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Christina Almonte:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually Paths of Desire: The Passions of a Suburban Gardener. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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