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Any searching look at the theory and practice of citizenship in the United States today is bewildering and
disconcerting. Despite earnest concern for participation, access, and “leverage,” there is a widespread
perception that nothing citizens do has much meaning or influence. This book argues that for American
democracy to work in the twenty-first century, renewed interest in teaching the nation’s young citizens a
sense of the public good is imperative.

All of the nation’s founders, especially Adams, Jefferson, Franklin, and Madison, addressed the question of
whether and how a citizen can make a difference in the American political process. This concern harkens
back even farther, to Locke, Erasmus, and Aristotle. Today, one obstacle to good citizenship is the social
scientific turn in political science. Leaders in civic education in the twentieth century eschewed grand ideas
and moral principles in favor of a focus on behaviorism and competitive, liberal politics. Another problem is
the growing belief that the government has no business promoting the public good through the support of
religious, educational, or cultural efforts.

Ralph Ketcham vividly depicts the relationship of private self-interest and public-spirited action as these
pertain to citizenship and good government. This is an enlightening book for the general reader, as well as
for students, professional social scientists, and political philosophers.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Short:

Often the book Public-Spirited Citizenship: Leadership and Good Government in the United States will bring
one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Public-Spirited Citizenship:
Leadership and Good Government in the United States is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Mark Bottoms:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Public-Spirited Citizenship: Leadership
and Good Government in the United States can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these publications have than the others?

Bonnie Lugo:

You can get this Public-Spirited Citizenship: Leadership and Good Government in the United States by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed
but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because
of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Margie Rodriguez:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Public-Spirited Citizenship: Leadership and Good
Government in the United States to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a
book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Public-Spirited Citizenship: Leadership and Good Government
in the United States can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of that time.
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