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Although little remains of Hawai‘i’s plantation economy, the sugar industry’s past dominance has created the
Hawai‘i we see today. Many of the most pressing and controversial issues—urban and resort development,
water rights, expansion of suburbs into agriculturally rich lands, pollution from herbicides, invasive species
in native forests, an unsustainable economy—can be tied to Hawai‘i’s industrial sugar history.

Sovereign Sugar unravels the tangled relationship between the sugar industry and Hawai‘i’s cultural and
natural landscapes. It is the first work to fully examine the complex tapestry of socioeconomic, political, and
environmental forces that shaped sugar’s role in Hawai‘i. While early Polynesian and European influences
on island ecosystems started the process of biological change, plantation agriculture, with its voracious need
for land and water, profoundly altered Hawai‘i’s landscape.

MacLennan focuses on the rise of industrial and political power among the sugar planter elite and its
political-ecological consequences. The book opens in the 1840s when the Hawaiian Islands were under the
influence of American missionaries. Changes in property rights and the move toward western governance,
along with the demands of a growing industrial economy, pressed upon the new Hawaiian nation and its
forests and water resources. Subsequent chapters trace island ecosystems, plantation communities, and
natural resource policies through time—by the 1930s, the sugar economy engulfed both human and
environmental landscapes. The author argues that sugar manufacture has not only significantly transformed
Hawai‘i but its legacy provides lessons for future outcomes.

Carol MacLennan is an anthropologist who has visited Hawai‘i extensively for over thirty years. She teaches
at Michigan Technological University about industry and the environment, with a focus on how large-scale
industries such as sugar cane and hard rock mining affect environments and communities. She has published
on Hawai‘i’s sugar industry and North American mining.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Alvarez:

With other case, little folks like to read book Sovereign Sugar: Industry and Environment in Hawai'i. You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book
Sovereign Sugar: Industry and Environment in Hawai'i. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Lorenzo Logan:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Sovereign Sugar: Industry and Environment in Hawai'i will
make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Jeannine Ricks:

This Sovereign Sugar: Industry and Environment in Hawai'i is great reserve for you because the content that
is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Sovereign Sugar: Industry and Environment in Hawai'i in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info
in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right
but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do
you still doubt which?

Jim Loop:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sovereign Sugar: Industry and
Environment in Hawai'i can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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