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How, a mere generation after Vatican Council II initiated the biggest reform since the Reformation, can the
Catholic Church be in such deep trouble? The question resonates through this new book by Andrew Greeley,
the most recognized, respected, and influential commentator on American Catholic life. A timely and much-
needed review of forty years of Church history, The Catholic Revolution offers a genuinely new
interpretation of the complex and radical shift in American Catholic attitudes since the second Vatican
Council (1962-1965).

Drawing on a wealth of data collected over the last thirty years, Greeley points to a rift between the higher
and lower orders in the Church that began in the wake of Vatican Council II—when bishops, euphoric in
their (temporary) freedom from the obstructions of the Roman Curia, introduced modest changes that
nonetheless proved too much for still-rigid structures of Catholicism: the "new wine" burst the "old
wineskins." As the Church leadership tried to reimpose the old order, clergy and the laity, newly persuaded
that "unchangeable" Catholicism could in fact change, began to make their own reforms, sweeping away the
old "rules" that no longer made sense. The revolution that Greeley describes brought about changes that
continue to reverberate—in a chasm between leadership and laity, and in a whole generation of Catholics
who have become Catholic on their own terms.

Coming at a time of crisis and doubt for the Catholic Church, this richly detailed, deeply thoughtful analysis
brings light and clarity to the years of turmoil that have shaken the foundations, if not the faith, of American
Catholics.
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From reader reviews:

James Blouin:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this The Catholic Revolution: New Wine, Old Wineskins, and the Second Vatican Council, you may
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a book.

Ricky Hayes:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Catholic Revolution: New Wine,
Old Wineskins, and the Second Vatican Council that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Catholic Revolution:
New Wine, Old Wineskins, and the Second Vatican Council become your own starter.

Mildred Lucas:

You may get this The Catholic Revolution: New Wine, Old Wineskins, and the Second Vatican Council by
go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Paul Dubose:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book.



Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Catholic
Revolution: New Wine, Old Wineskins, and the Second Vatican Council.
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