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An absorbing travel book, a meditation on geology, photography, Romanesque art and the romance of
physical decline, The Slow Breath of Stone throws a mirror on Europe of the Middle Ages and its hold on us
today.

In the years following the devastations of the first world war, a brilliant, young American couple, Kingsley
and Lucy Porter, travelled to south-west France to document the abbeys and basilicas of the Romanesque
period. Their extraordinary photographs revealed some of the most feverishly inventive stonescapes in
Europe, stories chiselled from the Bible and nightmares: rams playing harps and devils eating men's brains; a
female centaur pulling a mermaid's hair; women suckling snakes at their breasts. For the Porters, these were
images of an imagined world that unlocked secrets of the eleventh century but, menacingly, cast a dark
shadow over their marriage.

In The Slow Breath of Stone, Pamela Petro rents a car and, using the Porter's photographs and Lucy's journal
as her map, retraces their journey through the wild landscapes of the Rouergue. She visits the beautiful and
disturbing sculptures of monsters and animals devouring prey that adorn the cathedrals of Cahors and
Carcassonne, and she explores a limestone quarry from where these great slabs of stone were hewn a
thousand years ago. She walks the routes of pilgrimages, testaments to the tenacity of human hope, meeting
people along the way and savouring the local food and wine. Above all, she journeys deep into the strange
relationship of the sexually incompatible Lucy and Kingsley, following them to Donegal where their
marriage was to end tragically and mysteriously on the cliffs of Inishbofin.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Roberts:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others.
When you read this The Slow Breath of Stone: A Romanesque Love Story, you could tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Gayle Anderson:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Slow Breath of Stone: A Romanesque
Love Story is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Valerie Smith:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book The Slow Breath of Stone: A Romanesque Love Story was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Ronald Sadowski:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Slow Breath of Stone: A Romanesque Love Story can make you sense more interested
to read.
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