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Women and Gender in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium, by Ya-chen Chen, is an
excavation of underexposed gender issues focusing mainly on contradictory and troubled feminism in the
film narratives. In the cinematic world of martial arts films, one can easily find representations of women of
Ancient China released from the constraints of patriarchal social order to revel in a dreamlike space of their
own. They can develop themselves, protect themselves, and even defeat or conquer men. This world not only
frees women from the convention of foot-binding, but it also "unbinds" them in terms of education, critical
thinking, talent, ambition, opportunities to socialize with different men, and the freedom or right to both
choose their spouse and decide their own fate. Chen calls this phenomenon "Chinese cinematic martial arts
feminism."

The liberation is never sustaining or complete, however; Chen reveals the presence of a glass ceiling marking
the maximal exercise of feminism and women's rights which the patriarchal order is willing to accept. As
such, these films are not to be seen as celebrations of feminist liberation, but as enunciations of the
patriarchal authority that suffuses "Chinese cinematic martial arts feminism." The film narratives under
examination include Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (directed by Ang Lee); Hero (Zhang Yimou); House
of the Flying Daggers (Zhang Yimou); Seven Swords (Tsui Hark); The Promise (Chen Kaige); The Banquet
(Feng Xiaogang); and Curst of the Golden Flower (Zhang Yimou). Chen also touches upon the plots of two
of the earliest award-winning Chinese martial arts films, A Touch of Zen and Legend of the Mountain, both
directed by King Hu.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Hackett:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a guide. The book Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative
Analyses and Gender Politics it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Henry Woods:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one type
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films
of the New Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics giving you an additional experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it,
like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Carl Melton:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New
Millennium: Narrative Analyses and Gender Politics why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Kim Free:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Women in Chinese Martial Arts Films of the New Millennium: Narrative
Analyses and Gender Politics was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge



about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book that you wanted.
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