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Since 1979 Southern Baptists have been noisily struggling to agree on symbols, beliefs, and practices as they
attempt to make sense of their changing social world. Nancy Ammerman has carefully documented their
struggle. She tells the story of the Baptist reversal from a moderate to a fundamentalist outlook and
speculates on the future of the denomination.

Ammerman places change among the Southern Baptists in the context of the cultural and economic changes
that have transformed the South from its rural past into an urbanizing, culturally diverse region. Not only did
the South change; Southern Baptists did as well. Reflecting this diversity, the Southern Baptist bureaucracy
was relatively progressive. During the 1960s and 1970s, moderate sentiments prevailed, while
fundamentalists remained on the margins. These two were, however, becoming increasingly divergent in
what they considered important about being a Baptist, in their views about the Bible, in their attitudes on the
origination of women, on Christian morals, and on national politics.

Late in the 1970s, a fundamentalist coalition emerged, followed by unsuccessful efforts by moderates to
oppose it. The battles escalated until 1985, when 45,000 Baptists gathered in Dallas to decide between
contending presidential candidates. That dramatic event illustrated the extent to which organized political
resources were determining the course of the conflict. Ammerman studies these strategies and resources as
well.

Examining how this tension affected Baptists, Ammerman begins with case studies of the change it is
producing in Baptist agencies. But she also brings us back to the local churches and individual believers who
are renegotiating their relationships within their denomination. She asks whether the denomination’s polity
can accommodate an increasingly diverse group of Baptists, of whether the only way dissidents can have a
voice is through schism.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Gailey:

The book Baptist Battles: Social Change and Religious Conflict in the Southern Baptist Convention can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the good thing like a book Baptist Battles: Social Change and Religious Conflict in the Southern Baptist
Convention? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Baptist Battles: Social Change and
Religious Conflict in the Southern Baptist Convention has simple shape but you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

James Horowitz:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Baptist Battles: Social Change and Religious Conflict in the Southern Baptist Convention the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The Baptist Battles: Social Change and Religious Conflict in
the Southern Baptist Convention giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Kristy Lange:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Baptist Battles: Social Change
and Religious Conflict in the Southern Baptist Convention which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's observe.

Elizabeth Morris:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.



As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Baptist Battles: Social Change and Religious Conflict in the
Southern Baptist Convention can make you sense more interested to read.
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