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Examining the
nature of weakness has inspired some of the most influential aesthetic and
philosophical portraits of the human condition. By reading a selection of
canonical literary and philosophical texts, Michael O'Sullivan charts a history
of responses to the experience and exploration of weakness.

Beginning with Plato and Aristotle, this first book-length study of the concept
explores weakness as it is interpreted by Lao Tzu, Nietzsche, Derrida, the
Romantics, Dickens and the Modernists. It examines what feminist writers Simone
de Beauvoir and Luce Irigaray have made of the gendered biomythology
constructed around the figure of the "weaker vessel" and it considers related
notions such as im-potentiality, a "syntax of weakness" and human vulnerability
in the work of Agamben, Beckett and Coetzee.

Through analysis of these differing versions of weakness, O'Sullivan's study
challenges the popular myth that aligns masculine identity with strength and
force and presents a humane weakness as a guiding motif for debates in ethics.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Brown:

This Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical History (Continuum Literary Studies) usually are reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical
History (Continuum Literary Studies) can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical History (Continuum
Literary Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Ina French:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical History
(Continuum Literary Studies) can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Cindy Mattis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical
History (Continuum Literary Studies) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Weakness: A
Literary and Philosophical History (Continuum Literary Studies) as good book not merely by the cover but
also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Mary Varnum:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve Weakness: A Literary and Philosophical History (Continuum Literary
Studies) was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that



you just wanted.
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