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Against Nature is Huysmans's great fin-de-sicle novel anticipating many of the strains of modernism in its
appreciation of Baudelaire, Moreau, Redon, Mallarme and Poe. 'It will be the biggest fiasco of the year - but
I don't care a damn! It will be something nobody has ever done before, and I shall have said what I had to
say.' As J -K Huysmans announced in 1884, Against Nature was fated to be a novel like no other. The hero,
des Esseintes, is a neurasthenic aristocrat who has turned his back on the vulgarity of modern life and
retreated to an isolated country villa. Here, accompanied only by a couple of silent servants, he pursues his
obsessions with exotic flowers, rare gems, and complex perfumes and embarks on a series of increasingly
strange aesthetic experiments, starting with the decision to give his giant pet tortoise a jewel-encrusted
shell... "Huysmans' study of obsession and aesthetics got up no end of reviewers' noses on its 1884
publication. It’s not hard to see why: decadent aristocrat Jean Floressas des Esseintes, afflicted by nerves so
grievous they cause his spine to freeze when he sees a servant wringing out washing, takes turns kicking out
at classical poets, modern novelists and the church. The poor are grotesque, the rich are decaying and the
bourgeoisie simply insufferable. Only Dickens, Baudelaire and the odd enema provide respite. Cloistered in
an opulent house in the suburbs of Paris, Des Esseintes undertakes a series of experiments in living which
prove to be an absolute hoot. He decorates an unfortunate tortoise with precious stones, tries to go to
England, but only makes it as far as a nearby pub, and attempts to turn an urchin into a killer by buying him
credit at a brothel. This largely plotless mix of bilious satire, broad comedy and literary criticism may have
lost some of its immediacy, but it remains a captivating, contradictory work of art." James Smart in The
Guardian
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From reader reviews:

Milan Allen:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Against
Nature? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Rose Taylor:

Typically the book Against Nature will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book
very appropriate to you. The book Against Nature is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the
e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Wilma Tovar:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Against Nature can give you a lot of good
friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Against Nature.

Armida Shipman:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Against Nature can make you feel more interested to read.
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