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The novel The Godfather (1969) and the movie of the same name (1972) entrenched the myth of the Mafiosi
as valiant knights, men of honor, and defenders of the traditional concept of family. As a result of this movie
and other popular portrayals, the image of mobsters as “men of honor and tradition” has become iconic
throughout America. Yet the truth of the matter belies this more noble image. The Mafia is a ruthless
organization. Their concept of family is a twisted one. But viewed through the lens of popular culture, it is
often difficult to separate the fiction from the reality. Made Men demystifies this image by dismantling the
code of honor that Mafiosi live by, including its attendant symbols, rituals, and the lifestyle that it demands.

Since the end of World War II, the Mafia in Italy and America has undergone major changes, which are
charted by the authors through the present day. Nicaso and Danesi also consider all kinds of related
organizations, not only the Italian ones, including the Yakuza, the Triads, and the Russian Mafia. The
authors look at organized criminal culture in general, attempting to explain why its symbols, rituals, and
practices continue to draw people in, both as literal members, or as consumers of the pop culture that
glorifies them. This story traces and decodes the origins, history and success of the mafia in the U.S.,
bringing a better, and more accurate understanding of this ultimately brutal, violent, and corrupting “family
business.” It is a story that has rarely been told in this way, but which is believed, nonetheless, important to
tell.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Brown:

The book Made Men: Mafia Culture and the Power of Symbols, Rituals, and Myth can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Made Men: Mafia Culture and the Power of Symbols, Rituals, and Myth? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Made Men: Mafia Culture and the
Power of Symbols, Rituals, and Myth has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Joyce Volz:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book Made Men: Mafia Culture and the Power of Symbols, Rituals,
and Myth it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book possesses high quality.

Joseph Benoit:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Made Men: Mafia Culture and the Power
of Symbols, Rituals, and Myth, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it,
oh come on its called reading friends.

Amanda Stone:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Made Men: Mafia
Culture and the Power of Symbols, Rituals, and Myth which is having the e-book version. So , why not try



out this book? Let's view.
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