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An ecosystem's complexity develops from the vast numbers of species interacting in ecological communities.
The nature of these interactions, in turn, depends on environmental context. How do these components
together influence an ecosystem's behavior as a whole? Can ecologists resolve an ecosystem's complexity in
order to predict its response to disturbances? Resolving Ecosystem Complexity develops a framework for
anticipating the ways environmental context determines the functioning of ecosystems.

Oswald Schmitz addresses the critical questions of contemporary ecology: How should an ecosystem be
conceptualized to blend its biotic and biophysical components? How should evolutionary ecological
principles be used to derive an operational understanding of complex, adaptive ecosystems? How should the
relationship between the functional biotic diversity of ecosystems and their properties be understood?
Schmitz begins with the universal concept that ecosystems are comprised of species that consume resources
and which are then resources for other consumers. From this, he deduces a fundamental rule or evolutionary
ecological mechanism for explaining context dependency: individuals within a species trade off foraging
gains against the risk of being consumed by predators. Through empirical examples, Schmitz illustrates how
species use evolutionary ecological strategies to negotiate a predator-eat-predator world, and he suggests that
the implications of species trade-offs are critical to making ecology a predictive science.

Bridging the traditional divides between individuals, populations, and communities in ecology, Resolving
Ecosystem Complexity builds a systematic foundation for thinking about natural systems.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Bryant:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Resolving
Ecosystem Complexity (MPB-47) (Monographs in Population Biology) book as basic and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

John Ferguson:

This Resolving Ecosystem Complexity (MPB-47) (Monographs in Population Biology) usually are reliable
for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Resolving Ecosystem
Complexity (MPB-47) (Monographs in Population Biology) can be among the great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that maybe will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Resolving Ecosystem Complexity (MPB-47)
(Monographs in Population Biology) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Tammy Robinson:

The actual book Resolving Ecosystem Complexity (MPB-47) (Monographs in Population Biology) will
bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Resolving
Ecosystem Complexity (MPB-47) (Monographs in Population Biology) is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Ann Reiter:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Resolving Ecosystem Complexity (MPB-47)
(Monographs in Population Biology) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Resolving Ecosystem Complexity (MPB-47) (Monographs in Population Biology) has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think
that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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