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Before the Civil War, American writers such as Catharine Maria Sedgwick and Harriet Beecher Stowe had
established authorship as a respectable profession for women. But though they had written some of the most
popular and influential novels of the century, they accepted the taboo against female writers, regarding
themselves as educators and businesswomen. During and after the Civil War, some women writers began to
challenge this view, seeing themselves as artists writing for themselves and for posterity.

Writing for Immortality studies the lives and works of four prominent members of the first generation of
American women who strived for recognition as serious literary artists: Louisa May Alcott, Elizabeth Stuart
Phelps, Elizabeth Stoddard, and Constance Fenimore Woolson. Combining literary criticism and cultural
history, Anne E. Boyd examines how these authors negotiated the masculine connotation of "artist,"
imagining a space for themselves in the literary pantheon. Redrawing the boundaries between male and
female literary spheres, and between American and British literary traditions, Boyd shows how these writers
rejected the didacticism of the previous generation of women writers and instead drew their inspiration from
the most prominent "literary" writers of their day: Emerson, James, Barrett Browning, and Eliot.

Placing the works and experiences of Alcott, Phelps, Stoddard, and Woolson within contemporary
discussions about "genius" and the "American artist," Boyd reaches a sobering conclusion. Although these
women were encouraged by the democratic ideals implicit in such concepts, they were equally discouraged
by lingering prejudices about their applicability to women.
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From reader reviews:

Esmeralda Rossman:

This book untitled Writing for Immortality: Women and the Emergence of High Literary Culture in America
to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication
from your list.

Jerry Rivera:

Exactly why? Because this Writing for Immortality: Women and the Emergence of High Literary Culture in
America is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Andrew Leavens:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many
books in the top list in your reading list is actually Writing for Immortality: Women and the Emergence of
High Literary Culture in America. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Jonathan Hickman:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By book Writing for Immortality: Women and the Emergence of High Literary Culture in
America we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must
choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life with that book Writing for Immortality: Women and the Emergence of High Literary
Culture in America. You can more desirable than now.
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