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In Constructing the Beginning, Simon Locke offers a new approach to considering the enigma of creation
science, using the perspective of discourse analysis. Using the publications of the British Creation Science
Movement to perform a detailed analysis of the creationist case, Locke demonstrates that the discourses and
rhetorics used by natural and social scientists are also employed by non-scientists. Out of this study, a view
of science as a cultural resource develops, questioning the adequacy of perceived sociological wisdom that
sees science as the source and emmbodiment of cultural "rationalization."

As a case study of the use of science as a discursive resource in everyday life, Constructing the Beginning
speaks to scholars of discourse analysis, constructionism, rhetorics, and the public understanding of science.
It will also be of great interest to scholars in the areas of cultural studies, sociology of scientific knowledge
and of religion, postmodernism, and sociological theory.

Additional Copy

Creation science is the target of much attack these days from both within and outside of the orthodox
scientific community. This book, however, takes a different approach. It is not an attack on creationism; nor
is it a defense. The author's interest is not in creationism at all, but rather, it is in the questions of the role and
significance of science in modernity or the public understanding of science. Locke's approach to this issue is
a discursive and rhetorical one. Creationism is treated as a case study of the argumentative engagement
between science and non-science which--in his view--is as central to the commonsense lifeworld of
modernity as much as it is to the lives of its intellectuals. An important dimension of the public meaning of
science in modernity is its limits and its relations with other modes of thought and belief, which continue to
survive as discourses in the wider culture. Creationism is merely one example of this general feature.

The book begins with a discussion of the current issues in the public understanding of science in relation to
traditional sociological views of the impact of science on modernity. This is examined through
rationalization and the contrasting view derived from the sociology of scientific knowledge which points to
the likelihood of a much more complex and variable relationship than rationalization proposes. It continues
with an argument and detailed analysis that focuses on three main points:
*the problem of a competing account of reality (the world), in the form of evolution;
*the problem of competing accounts of the Bible (the Word), in the form of different versions of
Christianity; and
*the realization that both of these problems must be managed together in such a way that creationists' own
version(s) of the world and of the Word are compatible--a compatibility achieved through a discursive
syncretism.

The final chapter brings together the strands of the argument to further develop the implications of the
dilemma of science for the public understanding of science through the idea of science as a cultural resource
and its possible relation to other such cultural resources within modernity--such as Christianity. It is
suggested that much so-called "anti-science" could be made sense of in these terms and proposes further



research in this direction.
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From reader reviews:

Angeline Stallings:

With other case, little folks like to read book Constructing the Beginning: Discourses of Creation Science
(Routledge Communication Series). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important some sort of book Constructing the Beginning: Discourses of Creation
Science (Routledge Communication Series). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

David Beall:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Constructing the Beginning: Discourses of Creation Science (Routledge Communication Series), you are
able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a reserve.

Mark Authement:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Constructing the Beginning: Discourses
of Creation Science (Routledge Communication Series) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Anthony Lainez:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book Constructing the Beginning: Discourses of Creation Science (Routledge
Communication Series) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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