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Charles McClain's illuminating new study probes Chinese efforts to battle manifold discrimination—in
housing, employment, and education—in nineteenth-century America. Challenging the stereotypical image
of a passive, insular group, McClain reveals a politically savvy population capable of mobilizing to fight
mistreatment. He draws on English- and Chinese-language documents and rarely studied sources to chronicle
the ways the Chinese sought redress and change in American courts.

McClain focuses on the San Francisco Bay Area, the home of almost one-fifth of the fifty thousand Chinese
working in California in 1870. He cites cases in which Chinese laundrymen challenged the city of San
Francisco's discriminatory building restrictions, and lawsuits brought by parents to protest the exclusion of
Chinese children from public schools. While vindication in the courtroom did not always bring immediate
change (Chinese schoolchildren in San Francisco continued to be segregated well into the twentieth century),
the Chinese community's efforts were instrumental in establishing several legal landmarks.

In their battles for justice, the Chinese community helped to clarify many judicial issues, including the
parameters of the Fourteenth Amendment and the legal meanings of nondiscrimination and equality.
Discussing a wide range of court cases and gleaning their larger constitutional significance, In Search of
Equality brings to light an important chapter of American cultural and ethnic history. It should attract
attention from American and legal historians, ethnic studies scholars, and students of California culture.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Vancleave:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific In Search of Equality: The
Chinese Struggle against Discrimination in Nineteenth-Century America to read.

Alla Haynes:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This In Search of Equality: The Chinese Struggle
against Discrimination in Nineteenth-Century America can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Ashley Washington:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book In Search of Equality: The Chinese Struggle against Discrimination in Nineteenth-Century
America we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must
choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life by this book In Search of Equality: The Chinese Struggle against Discrimination in
Nineteenth-Century America. You can more appealing than now.

Elmer Dooley:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book In Search of Equality: The Chinese
Struggle against Discrimination in Nineteenth-Century America to make your personal reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make
you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you
to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve In Search of Equality: The Chinese Struggle
against Discrimination in Nineteenth-Century America can to be your brand new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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