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This comprehensive study of the historical archaeology of the Caribbean provides sociopolitical
context for the ongoing development of national identities.

Long before the founding of Jamestown in 1607, there were Spanish forts, bustling towns, sugar plantations,
and sea trade flourishing in the Caribbean. While richer nations, particularly the United States, may view the
Caribbean today as merely a place for sun and fun, the island colonies were at one time far more important
and lucrative to their European empire countries than their North American counterparts. From the 15th to
the 19th centuries, as competing colonial powers vied with each other for military and economic advantage
in the Western Hemisphere, events in the Caribbean directly influenced the American mainland.

This is one rationale for the close study of historical archaeology in the Caribbean. Another is the growing
recognition of how archaeological research can support the defining of national identities for the islands,
many of them young independent states struggling to establish themselves economically and politically. By
looking at cases in the French West Indies, specifically on Guadeloupe, in the Dutch Antilles and Aruba, in
the British Bahamas, on Montserrat and St. Eustatius, on Barbados, and the within the U.S. Virgin Islands,
the contributors to Island Lives have produced a broad overview of Caribbean historical archaeology.

Island Lives makes clear that historical archaeology in the Caribbean will continue to grow and diversify due
to the interest Caribbean peoples have in recording, preserving, and promoting their culture and heritage; the
value it adds to their "heritage tourism"; and the connection it has to African American history and
archaeology. In addition, the contributors point to the future by suggesting different trajectories that
historical archaeology and its practitioners may take in the Caribbean arena. In so doing, they elucidate the
problems and issues faced worldwide by researchers working in colonial and post-colonial societies.

Paul Farnsworth is Associate Professor of Anthropology at Louisiana State University.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Craver:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an individual
is you don't know what one you should start with. This Island Lives: Historical Archaeologies of the
Caribbean is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Tammy Campbell:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Island Lives: Historical Archaeologies
of the Caribbean as the daily resource information.

Lewis Wade:

The book with title Island Lives: Historical Archaeologies of the Caribbean has a lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Mark Gallegos:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is Island Lives: Historical Archaeologies of the Caribbean.
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