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John Fowles presents a remarkable translation of a nineteenth-century work that provided the seed for his
acclaimed novel The French Lieutenant's Woman and that will astonish and haunt modern readers.

Based on a true story, Claire de Duras's Ourika relates the experiences of a Senegalese girl who is rescued
from slavery and raised by an aristocratic French family during the time of the French Revolution. Brought
up in a household of learning and privilege, she is unaware of her difference until she overhears a
conversation that suddenly makes her conscious of her race--and of the prejudice it arouses. From this point
on, Ourika lives her life not as a French woman but as a black woman who feels "cut off from the entire
human race." As the Reign of Terror threatens her and her adoptive family, Ourika struggles with her
unusual position as an educated African woman in eighteenth-century Europe.

A best-seller in the 1820s, Ourika captured the attention of Duras's peers, including Stendhal, and became
the subject of four contemporary plays. The work represents a number of firsts: the first novel set in Europe
to have a black heroine; the first French literary work narrated by a black female protagonist; and, as Fowles
points out in the foreword to his translation, "the first serious attempt by a white novelist to enter a black
mind."
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From reader reviews:

Betty Terry:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Ourika: An English Translation (Texts and Translations).

Marie Nitta:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top listing in your reading list will be Ourika: An English Translation (Texts and
Translations). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

James Ensor:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Ourika: An English Translation (Texts and Translations) can make you feel more
interested to read.

Preston Garza:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Ourika: An English Translation (Texts
and Translations) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and go
through it. Beside that the guide Ourika: An English Translation (Texts and Translations) can to be your
brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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