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A rogue, a megalomaniac, a plodder, and a depressive: the men whose previously unpublished diaries are
collected in this volume were four very different characters. But they had much in common too. All were
from the Deep South. All were young, between seventeen and twenty-five. All had a connection to cotton
and slaves. Most obviously, all were diarists, enduring night upon night of cramped hands and candle bugs to
write out their lives.

Down the furrows of their fathers' farms, through the thickets of their local woods, past the familiar haunts of
their youth, Harry Dixon, Henry Hughes, John Coleman, and Henry Craft arrive at manhood via journeys
they narrate themselves. All would be swept into the Confederate Army, and one would die in its service.
But if their manhood was tested in the war, it was formed in the years before, when they emerged from their
swimming holes, sopping with boyhood, determined to become princes among men.

Few books exist about the inner lives of southern males, especially those in adolescence and early adulthood.
Princes of Cotton begins to remedy this shortage. These diaries, along with Stephen Berry's introduction,
address some of the central questions in the study of southern manhood: how masculine ideals in the Old
South were constructed and maintained; how males of different ages and regions resisted, modified, or
flouted those ideals; how those ideals could be expressed differently in public and private; and how the Civil
War provoked a seismic shift in southern masculinity.
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From reader reviews:

Tommy Cowen:

The book Princes of Cotton: Four Diaries of Young Men in the South, 1848-1860 (The Publications of the
Southern Texts Society) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Princes of Cotton: Four Diaries of Young Men
in the South, 1848-1860 (The Publications of the Southern Texts Society) to be your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open and read a reserve Princes of Cotton: Four Diaries of Young
Men in the South, 1848-1860 (The Publications of the Southern Texts Society). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Paula Cofield:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Princes of Cotton: Four Diaries of Young Men in the South, 1848-1860 (The
Publications of the Southern Texts Society) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style.
You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease
the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Princes of Cotton: Four Diaries of
Young Men in the South, 1848-1860 (The Publications of the Southern Texts Society) content conveys the
idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Princes of Cotton: Four Diaries of Young Men
in the South, 1848-1860 (The Publications of the Southern Texts Society) is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Linda Manning:

The book untitled Princes of Cotton: Four Diaries of Young Men in the South, 1848-1860 (The Publications
of the Southern Texts Society) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy
way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it.
The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You
can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as
well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Lillian Kea:

This Princes of Cotton: Four Diaries of Young Men in the South, 1848-1860 (The Publications of the
Southern Texts Society) is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since
it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps



you who still having bit of digest in reading this Princes of Cotton: Four Diaries of Young Men in the South,
1848-1860 (The Publications of the Southern Texts Society) can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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