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In his latest book, Jedediah Purdy takes up a question of deep and lasting importance: why is property
ownership a value to society? His answer returns us to the foundations of American society and enables us to
interpret the writings of the patron saint of liberal economics, Adam Smith, in a wholly new light.

Unlike Milton Friedman and other free-market scholars, who consider property a key to efficient markets,
Purdy draws upon Smith’s theories to argue that the virtues of wealth are social rather than economic. In
Purdy’s view, ownership does much more than shield one from government interference. Property shapes
social life in ways that bring us closer to, or take us farther from, the ideal of a community of free and equal
members. This view of property is neither libertarian nor communitarian but treats the community as the
precondition of individual freedom. This view informed U.S. law in the early days of the republic, Purdy
writes, and it is one that we need to restore today.

Touching upon some of the most charged issues in American politics and law, including slavery, inheritance,
international development, and climate change, The Meaning of Property offers a compelling new view of
property and freedom and enriches our understanding of democratic society.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Barnhart:

The book The Meaning of Property: Freedom, Community, and the Legal Imagination can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book The
Meaning of Property: Freedom, Community, and the Legal Imagination? Some of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Meaning of Property: Freedom, Community, and the
Legal Imagination has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jon Pittenger:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Meaning of Property: Freedom, Community, and the Legal Imagination
book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer associated with The Meaning of Property: Freedom, Community, and the Legal Imagination
content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Meaning of Property: Freedom,
Community, and the Legal Imagination is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

David Conover:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Meaning of Property: Freedom, Community,
and the Legal Imagination is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Lena Robertson:

You will get this The Meaning of Property: Freedom, Community, and the Legal Imagination by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.
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