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In 1964, as the polarizing Civil Rights Act made its way through the House and Senate, and Congress
navigated one of the most tumultuous eras in American history, a Harris Poll put the institution's approval
rating at 60 percent. Why then, fifty years later, has the public's approval of Congress eroded to an all-time
low of 10 percent? Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens seeks to isolate
the reasons for Congress's staggering decline in public opinion, and to propose remedies to reverse the grave
dysfunction in America's most important political institution.

Aided by the input of retired members of Congress from both major parties, editor Robert Mann and his
fellow contributors identify paralyzing partisan rancor as perhaps the most significant reason for the
American public's declining support of its main representative body. The lack of mutual trust within
Congress reflects (and creates) the suspicion and animosity of the great majority of Americans. Working
Congress argues that members of Congress must find a path to cooperation if they are to function as the
representative institution the Founders intended.

Trenchant chapters by Mickey Edwards, Ross K. Baker, Frances E. Lee, Brian L. Fife, Susan Herbst, and
Mark Kennedy analyze the problems and challenges facing Congress and suggest solutions to counteract
partisan gridlock. Though these scholars and former members share a conviction that men and women of
good will can and should work together, they do not assume that their solutions will herald a bipartisan
utopia. Instead, they recognize that Congress is, and will always be, a work in progress.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Cook:

This Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs)
book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting
deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Working Congress: A Guide for Senators,
Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs) without we realize teach the one who examining it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Working Congress: A Guide for Senators,
Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs)
having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Katrina Roberts:

The actual book Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public
Affairs) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Annamarie Hernandez:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Working Congress: A Guide for
Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs) can be the solution, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Walton Han:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Working Congress: A Guide for Senators,
Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As
we know that book Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and
Public Affairs) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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